
In This Issue: 2018 Financial Summary
__________ 

 On the other side of this newsletter you will find a 
financial spreadsheet that summarizes all of our 
contributions and expenses for 2018. 
 Every penny contributed toward our work … it’s in 
there. And every cent spent on our work … it’s in there 
too. 
 Before I go into some of the details on that 
spreadsheet, let me note this. We have always maintained 
this policy: Our finances are an open book. For instance, I 
once met with an eldership where I was asked this 
question: “How do we know you need money?” 
 Great question. 
 To answer their question I opened my laptop, logged 
on to our Google Docs database and then proceeded to 
show them our current financial spreadsheets. Every 
deposit and every check we write gets recorded there. It’s 
always up to date. We always know where we are. 
 Why do I point that out? Because I know that some 
good works never divulge any details about their 
finances. Not their contributions. Not their expenses. We 
may not be the biggest work. We may not be the best 
work. But we will always be, if I have any say in the 
matter, the most above-board financially transparent work 
possible. If you have questions, just ask. 

The Details 

 On January 1, 2018 our starting balance was 
$20,415.04. On December 31, 2018 our ending balance 
was $15,849.81. 
 During the year we received $249.224.75 in 
contributions from churches and $89,957.85 from 
individuals, for a total of $339,182.60. 
 During the year we spent $566,447.79, of which 
$452,544.35 went directly to radio costs. 
 We averaged between 75% (Jan) and 87.7% (Feb) of 
expenses going to radio. The average for the year was 
80%. That’s a dramatic increase. Just a few years ago, 
barely 50% of our costs went to air time. 
 You might have missed it a moment ago, but our 
expenses exceeded our contributions by $227,265.19. 

 How can we spend $227,265.19 more than we 
received in contributions? 
 Our greater-than-contributions spending was possible 
because we received two large gifts in recent years. Those 
gifts allowed IGH to substantially increase our programs. 
 But, we knew that it was not going to be sustainable 
without additional estate gifts or an uptick in 
contributions. Neither of those was forthcoming. 
 Nearly 25% of our expenses in recent years have 
been covered by these two large contributions. We are 
thankful for them. We have spent them as wisely as we 
could. They have allowed us to air an unprecedented 
number of IGH programs. Unfortunately, we can not 
make large gifts last forever. They were given with the 
understanding that they would be used to spread the 
gospel, not to accrue interest in some bank. We spent 
those gifts as we pledged to do so when receiving them. 
 Here’s an overview of IGH contributions for 2018: 
The highs, lows and averages were as follows: Church 
high - $30,655.47 (May); church low - $14,126.67 (Jun); 
church average - $20,768.73. Individuals high - 
$16,496.75 (Oct), individuals low - $3,049.10 (Feb), 
individuals average - $7,496.49. Average monthly 
contributions for churches and individuals - $28,265.22. 
 The two largest figures on the spreadsheet are the 
contributions subtotal, $561,882.56, and the total 
expenses, $566.447.79. That first figure included both 
church and individual contributions — totaling 
$339,182.60 — plus the $222,669.96 drawn from the last 
estate gift. The second figure, total expenses, includes the 
third largest figure, what we spent on radio last year, 
$452,544.35. We averaged $37,712.03 monthly on radio. 
 From my perspective, of everything revealed in this 
spreadsheet, what we spent on air time, including both the 
monthly average and the total amount for the year, are the 
most important figures. Why? Because it shows that we 
were totally invested in doing what International Gospel 
Hour has always been about: spreading the good news of 
Christ and His kingdom. 
 We were not just invested financially, though that’s 
certainly part of it. But, more important, we were invested 
spiritually. We could not spend that amount of money 
unless churches, individuals and the benefactors of large 
estates gave generously to support us. 

Your support allows us to spread the good news of Christ and His kingdom. Thank you.
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In Closing 

 As you will see in the next report, I spend a lot of time 
reading, researching, writing, editing and then, finally, 
recording the manuscripts that will become International 
Gospel Hour broadcasts. Because of the way I work, I am 
often up at 6 am and in bed after midnight. Most of that 
time will be spent in doing what I just described. I enjoy it. 
It excites me. It’s what it takes to get this work done, and 
it’s done fairly successfully. 
 I do the web work for InternationalGospelHour.com. I 
update all the files, the links, the free materials that we 
offer. I handle the social media. I write all the newsletters. 
And yes, I am close to catching up. I handle the business 
side of finding the best stations at the best costs and I am in 
constant contact with the stations and the brokers that are 
part of this work. I do all this and more because I believe 
that what we are doing meets God’s expectations of us. 
 I can do many things to make this work as successful 
as possible, but there are two things that I can not do. First, 
I can not fund International Gospel Hour by myself. And 
second, I can not force anyone — churches or individuals 
— to support this work. In both of these areas I am quite 
powerless and most unsuccessful. 
 If International Gospel Hour thrives in the future — not 
just exists, but thrives — it must have a robust financial 
network of support to keep it going. We do not have that. 
Not yet anyway. 
 I have encouraged our supporters to help us get to a 
$2000.00 per day budget, but I have failed miserably in 
getting that message across. 
 The math to make it happen, that’s easy. Find 365 
churches and/or individuals that will give $2000 a year — 
not a month — but a year, and we could grow International 
Gospel Hour beyond anything we have ever done. 
 Too much? It appears that way. When I see that we did 
not even average $1000.00 per day from churches and 
individuals last year, doubling our goals seems to be 
wishful thinking, not realistic planning. 
 I am still convinced, though, that a $2000 per day 
budget remains doable. And I will continue to encourage 
others to help us get to that point as long as I possibly can. 
 If this work continues and thrives, it will only be 
because we are effective in preaching the truth and because 
we are efficient in keeping costs and contributions in sync. 
 When costs exceed contributions, the two are not in 
sync. When contributions go down, we must cut costs. That 
means fewer stations, fewer programs and fewer souls 
reached. That’s unfortunate, but without increased support, 
that’s what we have to do. 
 If you know of better works, reaching more souls at 
reasonable and transparent costs, then support those works 
and support them wholeheartedly. 
 If you believe that International Gospel Hour qualifies 
as a good work, and if you believe that this work can 
continue to reach even more souls with the gospel of 
Christ, then please support this work, and support it 
wholeheartedly. 

In Christ, 

JodyApple@InternationalGospelHour.com • 865.771.6207 


