
In This Issue: More Than Radio - Part 1
__________ 

More Than Radio - Part 1 

 You know the story. 
 International Gospel Hour, 85 years old this year, has 
always been a radio-based ministry. 
 When IGH began in 1934 radio was the most popular 
media form. Radio stations were 
still relatively new, having only 
started in the 1920’s. 
 It was certainly a different 
media world then. 
 None of our contemporary 
twenty-first century media 
formats, or even late twentieth 
century formats, existed in 1934.  
 Radio was it.  
 And even then, radio was 
limited. 
 It was AM radio only. 
 No FM radio. FM radio was 
not even licensed with the FCC 
until 1936, and did not become 
commercially used until the early 
1940’s. W47NV, later and better 
known as Nashville’s WSM radio 
station, has usually been tagged 
as the first commercial FM 
station in the country. It began 
broadcasting in 1941. 
 No satellite radio. Though 
what we know as SiriusXM radio 
had its organizational roots in the 
late 1980’s, satellite radio did not 
begin in the US until 2001. It 
began two years earlier in the 
Middle East and Africa. 
 No internet radio. Though the 
“wonderful world of webbiness” dominates the media 
world today, there was no world wide web in 1934. 
 ARPANET, widely regarded as the forerunner of the 
internet, originated in military and educational arenas in 

the 1960’s, was refined throughout the 1970’s and did not 
lead to the development of what we know to be the world 
wide web — most frequently attributed to Tim Berners-
Lee — until the early 1980’s. 
 No shortwave radio. Shortwave radio, though it 
started experimentally at the same time that AM started in 
Pittsburgh, did not gain much traction until the late 1920’s 
and the early 1930’s. Used primarily by government 
broadcasters — most notably the BBC (British 
Broadcasting Corporation) and Radio Moscow — it 

became widely used as a tool to 
spread state-sponsored messages. 
Voice of America easily ranks as 
the most well-known shortwave 
broadcast in the US. Shortwave 
has always been more popular 
around the world than here. 

What’s “More Than Radio” 

  If you are a restoration 
history buff, then you know that 
the image on this page depicts 
what J.W. McGarvey looked like 
in his latter years. 
  John William McGarvey, a 
long-time instructor at the 
College of The Bible in 
Lexington, KY, was both well 
known within the Lord’s church 
and widely recognized across the 
general religious world as a first-
rate biblical scholar. 
  William Henry Green, highly 
regarded Hebraist and instructor 
at Princeton Theological 
Seminary in the late 1800’s, 
authored The Unity of The Book 
of Genesis. Green contributed to 
McGarvey’s book “Jesus and 
Jonah.” In fact, McGarvey 

dedicated that book to Professor Green as you can see 
from the photo on the back page. 
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 I mention all of these things to lead to this: There’s a 
much larger world outside of radio that must be used to 
reach the billions of souls now living. 
 That’s the world of the internet. 
 Let me give you just one small example of something 
I recently did that demonstrates that. You will see that it 
directly involves John William McGarvey. In our next 
issue I will provide additional examples. 

29,000+ Souls Saw This “Ad" 

 If you are into social 
media, you know that the 
“Goliath” of social media has 
long been Facebook. 
 Like Facebook or not, its 
global reach staggers the 
imagination. Registered FB 
users number 2.4+ billion, 
roughly one-third of the 
world’s 7.7 billion souls. 
 Earlier this year I posted 
the photo you see on the front 
page on my Facebook page 
for TheBible.net, a web site 
that I have maintained since 
the early 1990’s, only marginally so lately. That post was 
also shared to the IGH FB page and several FB groups. 
 Here’s the copy that went along with that photo. 

Imagine That We Have Never Heard The Word “Baptism" 

_____ 
 On July 2, 1893, John William McGarvey delivered a 
unique sermon on baptism. 
 The premise, in McGarvey’s own words, “imagine 
that we have never heard the word ‘baptism.’” 
 That sounds like an impossible task, but McGarvey, 
starting in Matthew’s gospel, briefly scanned the first two 
chapters and then slowed down when he reached 
Matthew 3, where the word “baptism” appears for the 
first time. 
 As McGarvey worked his way through the New 
Testament, imagining that neither he nor his audience had 
ever encountered the word “baptism” before, he said: 
“Why, there is a word I never saw before; I never heard of 
it. I wonder what it means--that these people were 
baptized by that man in the river Jordan. I would like to 
know what it means, but I believe I will let the New 
Testament itself explain it to me, if it will.” 
 And so it went. 
 Every time he found the word “baptism” he would 
“let the New Testament explain” itself. 
 If you have never heard what the Bible teaches about 
baptism, you *need* to read and/or hear McGarvey's 
lesson. 
 Even if you have heard about baptism all your life, 
have your mind made up, and are convinced that you 
know everything that the Bible teaches about it, you 
*still* need to read and/or hear McGarvey’s lesson. 
______ 

__ 
 Here are the links to the index, the print version and 
the audio version of McGarvey’s “Imagine That We Have 
Never Heard The Word ‘Baptism’”lesson: 

• Index: TheBible.net/…/jody/baptismmcgarvey/
baptismmcgarveyindex.pdf 

• Audio: TheBible.net/…/aud…/jody/
baptismmcgarvey/baptismmcgarvey.mp3 

• Print: TheBible.net/…/aud…/jody/
baptismmcgarvey/baptismmcgarvey.pdf 

_____ 
Shortened links in case you 
need them: 
•Index link: https://bit.ly/
2W4OILX 
•Print link: https://bit.ly/
2Mhrwue 
•Audio link: https://bit.ly/
2YYKPKo 
__________ 
 A quick word of 
explanation: The first set 
of links that appear 
above, because they were 
cut and pasted from the 
original post, are 

truncated. Facebook “shortens” longer links, 
probably to prevent multiple lines of links stretching 
all over posts. To correct that “problem,” I included 
shortened bitly links. If you go to facebook.com/
TheBible.net, you can scroll down to the photo of 
McGarvey to view the actual post and related links. 
The Results 
 There were 26,020 people reached via that post 
on the FB page for TheBible.net .  
 It generated 2156 responses of various kinds, 
including reactions, comments and shares.  
 More than twenty-four hundred followed the 
links to check out the audio and print versions of 
McGarvey’s sermon. 
 And, more than 500, 524 in fact, commented on 
the post. You might want to take the time to read 
through some of them. They’re quite interesting. 
 Those are the results just from that single post. 
 But there were more. That same post appeared on 
the IGH FB page, reaching 3,820 people, generated 
166 reactions, 714 click throughs and another 23 
comments. 
 The two hundred dollars I spent to reach 29,000+ 
souls — not counting others who saw it in various 
groups and at the IGH website — definitely made 
IGH something “more than radio.” 
 I will provide additional examples in June’s report. 
Thanks, as always, for your continued support.
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