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Lessons From Deuteronomy

• Name 
• Outline/Purpose 
• Structure/Style 
• Oral/Written 
• Audience 
• Key messages



Lessons From Deuteronomy

• Name 
• “Also it shall be, when he sits on the throne of his kingdom, that 

he shall write for himself a copy of this law in a book, from the 
one before the priests, the Levites.” (17.18) 

• kai« e¶stai o¢tan kaqi÷shØ ėpi« thvß aÓrchvß aujtouv, kai« gra¿yei e̊autw ◊ˆ 
to\ deuterono/mion touvto ei˙ß bibli÷on para» tw ◊n i˚ere÷wn tw ◊n 
Leuitw ◊n, (17.18) 

• “These are the words which Moses …” (1.1) 
• Book of the Law (28.61, 29.21, 30.10, 31.26, or “this law”)



Lessons From Deuteronomy

• Outline/Purpose 
• Remember the past (1-4) 
• Be careful about the future (4-11) 
• Obey God’s word/laws (12-26) 
• Blessings and curses (27-30) 
• Moses’ farewell (31-34)



Lessons From Deuteronomy

• Outline/Purpose 
• Remind contemporary/second generation Israel of … 
• God’s nature 
• grace • love • faithfulness 

• God’s plan (Abrahamic covenant promise) 
• actions • providence • blessings 

• Israel’s need to … 
• Love God • serve God faithfully (Deut 6.5, 13, 10.12, 11.1)



Lessons From Deuteronomy

• Outline/Purpose 
• Remind contemporary/second generation Israel of … 
• God’s covenant 
• At Sinai (Ex 20) 
• Renewed/repeated explained/expanded here/now (Deut 5) 
• Sacrifice protocol 
• Provision for Levites 
• Provision for needy/poor/strangers



Lessons From Deuteronomy

• Structure/Style 
• Two speakers  
• God 
• Moses (hearer & speaker) 

• Three sermons 
• More hortatory/exhortation than law 
• Intended to be read/heard (Deut 31.11)



Lessons From Deuteronomy

• Structure/Style 
• Elements of … 
• Treaty (suzerain/subjects) 
• Law code/legal contract 
• Covenant/covenant renewal 
• Constitution 
• Foundation for a “living relationship” ->



Lessons From Deuteronomy

• Structure/Style 
• Elements of … 
• Constitution 
• Foundation for a “living relationship” 
• God/God’s name reveals … 
• God's identity • character/greatness • ownership • acts 

• All for Israel’s … 
• Benefit/blessings • to guide her in thought/speech/acts/life



Lessons From Deuteronomy

• Oral/Written 
• God 
• God spoke 
• God wrote 

• Moses  
• Moses spoke (for God to Israel) 
• Moses wrote (for God to Israel) 
• Anticipates future prophets in Israel (Deut 13, 18) 
• Anticipates “the prophet” (Deut 18.15ff, Jn 1.21, 25, 45, Acts 3.22, 7.37)



Lessons From Deuteronomy

• Audience 
• Israel about to enter Canaan (oral - they heard) 
• Israel in later history (written - they read) 
• All audiences since then (written - they read) 
• Israel/world in all stages of history 
• Christians/world in all stages of history 
• All humanity today 
• All humanity in the future



Lessons From Deuteronomy

• Key Messages - 1 
• God creates 
• God acts (in history for Israel) 
• God and God’s people 
• God the creator/Israel the created 
• God creates and sustains (physically) 
• God creates and sustains (spiritually) 
• God creates and sustains (nationally)



Lessons From Deuteronomy

• Key Messages - 2 
• God’s witnesses • God’s singularity • single God’s “place” of worship 
• Deuteronomy anticipates … 
• “The prophet” • NT “Father” • Christ’s confrontation with Satan  
• Jesus “the king” • Jesus & the “great” commandments 
• Israel -> church/kingdom • Israel -> nations • Israel/church as chosen 
• Israel/church at Sinai/Zion • Prophets • Mediator • Israel’s “oneness” 
• Marriage • Israel “hears” • Gravity of sin • “the whole world’s watching”




