


NUMBERS
Making sense of



• It’s all about genealogies 
• It’s all about counting 
• It’s all about genres 
• It’s all about wandering 
• It’s all about geography 
• It’s all about Levitical duties 
• It’s all about sin

It Means More Than This



• It’s all about genealogies • 1.2, 18, 20, 22, 24, 26, 28, 30, 32, 34, 36, 38, 40, 42* 
• It’s all about counting • 1, 3.15–31, 7.10–83, 26.5–51, 28–29, 31.32–52 
• It’s all about genres • narrative, poetry, prophecy, song, prayer, blessing, itenary  
• It’s all about organization • 1.50, 52, 53, 2.2/2, 3, 5, 9, 12, 16, 17/3, 24, 27, 31  
• It’s all about geography • Sinai, Ezion-Geber, Bozrah, Kadesh, Canaan, Moab 
• It’s all about Levitical duties • chapters 2-4  
• It’s all about sin • food, Miriam/Aaron, spies, wander, Korah, water, Balaam
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• God’s Abrahamic promise-covenant still stands 
• God’s law, given to Moses, still stands 
• God’s will, to create/redeem/sustain Israel “for the world,” still stands 
• Generational failure does not necessarily beget generational failure 
• Faithfulness never grows old • Worship must never be corrupted 
• It’s all about: Providence • Surrender • Forgiveness • God’s holiness/glory 
• Messiah: 21.4-9/Jn 3.14 • 24.17 • 1 Cor 10.4 • Jn 6.31-33
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